Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy or ac impedance methods are popularly used for the diagnosis of electrochemical generators (batteries or fuel cell). It is now possible to acquire and quantitatively interpret the experimental electrical impedances of such systems, whose evolutions indirectly reflect the modifications of the internal electrochemical process. The scope of these measurement methods is to identify the frequency response function of the system under test by applying a small signal perturbation to the system input, and measuring the corresponding response. Once identified, and according to the application, frequency response functions can provide useful information about the characteristics of the system. Classical EIS consists in applying a set of frequency-controlled sine waves to the input of the system. However, the most difficult problem is the integration of this type of measuring device in embedded systems. In order to overcome this problem, we propose to apply squared pattern excitation signals to perform such impedance measurements. In this paper, we quantify and compare the performance of classical EIS and the proposed broadband identification method applied to a well-known impedance circuit.
Introduction
Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy (EIS) [1] has revealed its importance and value through several applications. It has been shown that it is a powerful device to characterize electrochemical processes occurring in a battery and to thereby estimate useful states indicators [2] . Therefore, it has become a major tool for investigating the properties of batteries in EVs and HEVs [3] [4] [5] . Classical EIS is based on recordings of sine waves injected as an additive perturbation on the input current/voltage signal, and of the corresponding voltage/current response. Though its robustness and high accuracy results, it is still more common in laboratory tests than in online field equipment. [6] , [7] and [8] investigate identification methods based on broadband signals. [6] aims to identify biological impedance while [7] and [8] work on battery impedance measurements. These methods have a number of advantages over classical EIS. It requires the application of a short broadband signal [9] [10], and therefore allows the measurement of impedances over a frequency band.
However, for embedded systems, studies look for simple signals that can be easily generated. In this paper, we focus on squared pattern signals (pseudo random binary sequence or PRBS, square waves) and evaluate their performance relative to those of the classical EIS. This comparison has been performed thanks to a statistical study using a reference passive electric circuit with a well-known impedance.
Spectroscopy
Classical EIS commonly used in laboratory consists in exciting the system with a small sinusoidal current i(t) of frequency f , i(t) = I max sin(2πft) , superimposed (or not) to a DC current, and measuring its voltage response ) 2 sin( ) (
. Therefore, the voltage/current ratio at this particular frequency is expressed as a complex-valued impedance: 
This finally leads to a frequency domain identification method of the unknown system H .
Eq. (3) 
where: -A is a normalization factor, 
Finally, Eq. (4) and (5) 
Square pattern signals
In order to estimate the whole electrical impedance, the input signal should be able to excite the system in the frequency band of interest. We choose two particular signals: the pseudo random binary sequence (PRBS) which is a broadband signal since it presents an almost flat power spectrum, and a square version of EIS where square waves are applied instead of sine waves. These particular signals have been chosen since they are based on squared patterns, and are therefore easily implemented in embedded systems.
Pseudo random binary sequence
A PRBS is a deterministic periodic sequence of length N bits that switches between two levels +A and -A. And by choosing the time for one bit T bit corresponding to the bit frequency
, the highest frequency that will be excited is considered to be 
Square EIS version
A square version of the classical EIS is also developed. A square wave of frequency f is used where f scans the frequency band of interest. This signal is a suitable signal for embedded applications since a square wave can be simply generated by the analog drive of a transistor.
Experimental considerations

Square pattern signal generation
An electronic circuit was designed especially to perform the experiments on an electrochemical source (like a battery). Only three main devices allow the generation of input currents with square patterns (square version EIS and PRBS). A transistor is controlled by a microcontroller where the desired signal is implemented and a few other basic components (like a small current driver to better drive the transistor's gate). A resistance R is inserted in series with the transistor to control the amplitude of the input current (given that the nominal voltage of the system under test does not change during the test). By controlling the transistor switch on or off, a desired amount of current delivered by the electrochemical source is derived in the resistance R. Therefore, the current seen by the system to identify follows the desired squared pattern. This circuit, described in Fig. 2 , has to be connected carefully to the system to identify. It respects the four-terminal measurement technique [1] . It is extremely important when measuring low impedance devices such as batteries, fuel cells and ultra-capacitors. When measuring very low impedance cells, the impedance of the connection cables may be of the same order of magnitude as the impedance of the cell itself. The 4-terminal technique ensures that the voltage drop measured by the instrument is measured directly across the cell and does not include the voltage drop in the cables, and therefore provides accurate measurement of the cell voltage. The acquisition of the input current (calculated from the voltage drop measured across the resistor R) and the corresponding output voltage response has been performed under a large SNR level thanks to an OR-36, a high performance acquisition device (24 bits).
Classical EIS
The classical EIS has been performed with a VMP-300 Biologic system, using a booster of 10A. EC-Lab® software, supplied with the VMP-300, is used to select spectroscopy parameters (frequencies, number of periods, sine amplitude…).
Input signals characteristics
In what follows, the classical EIS, its square version and the previous non-parametric identification method using a PRBS are performed on a well-known impedance circuit. 
Reference circuit
In order to compare EIS and the broadband method, a passive electrical circuit with a wellknown impedance is used ( Fig. 3(a) 
Experimental protocol
As the electronic of Fig. 2 is designed with passive components, it requires the use of an external energy source (like a battery) and a two-step measurement protocol ( Fig. 3(b) ). A Li-ion battery is connected at J4. In this work, we used a graphite/LiFePO4 cell with a nominal capacity of 2.3 Ah (ANR26650m1 battery from A123 Systems Company Ltd). At J6 is connected either the VMP-300 biologic system or the electronic described in Fig. 2 . A set of jumpers (JPi, i=1,..,4) is used to switch between the two steps of the measurement protocol. Firstly, if JP1 and JP3 are "on", the current is applied only to the battery cell and its voltage response is measured. This set of data leads to identify only the battery impedance To perform this experiment, it is important to keep in mind that the battery must behave as a linear and time invariant system. This is verified if the two following conditions are satisfied:
-the additive input current is sufficiently low in magnitude, -the battery is in a stationary state, or its impedance is stable for the duration of the measurement, and this corresponds to a SOC between 60% and 80% for the used Li-ion battery over the selected frequency band (4Hz, 96Hz). 
Experimental results
Estimation error quantification
The analytical expression of the impedance of the reference circuit can be computed from the electrical equivalent circuit given in Fig. 3(a) . It is then compared with the estimated electrical impedances in order to evaluate the quality of the three identification methods through a statistical study. For each input signal, 30 impedance measurements of the passive reference circuit are done. This leads to 60 sets of measurements (alternate Z1 and Z2 impedances) from which we compute the normalized root mean square estimation error NRMSE in % defined by Eq. (7). This error quantifies the averaged normalized difference between the estimated impedance Z ) and its theoretical value Z averaged over realizations and over the selected frequency band for a specific excitation signal. The normalized standard deviation Nstd in % is also given in Eq. (7) in order to characterize the error dispersion:
where ˆ Z k, f ( ) is the electrical impedance obtained at frequency f with the k th realization.
Classical EIS results
In Fig. , the Nyquist plot of the theoretical impedance of the passive reference circuit is represented in blue. It is known within an interval due to the accuracy on the components values given by the manufacturer. The same impedance obtained by averaging 30 impedances estimated by a classical EIS is also plotted in green in the same figure. For this experiment, a NRMSE of 0.69 % and a Nstd of 0.41 % are obtained. 
Square version EIS results
A set of 30 estimations of the impedance of the passive reference circuit is also obtained with a square EIS approach. The corresponding results are plotted in Fig. 5 . A NRMSE of 2.44 % and a Nstd of 0.14 % are obtained. 
PRBS results
The PRBS described in 3.2.2 is used to estimate the same impedance in the same frequency band. The results are plotted in Fig. 6 , where a NRMSE of 2.6% and a Nstd of 0.19% are observed. 
Discussion
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